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PEARS MONTHLY MEETING
The monthly general meeting of the Port Elizabeth Amateur
Radio Society, will be held on Tuesday 17th April at our new
venue, the Kemsey Park Tennis Club in Conyngham
Road,  starting at 20:00 (8pm). 

See you there!!!!!

Wrinkly Ravers
The next get-together of the Wrinklies will take place on Thursday,
3rd3rd3rd3rd May May May May at the new venue, Admirals, Admirals, Admirals, Admirals, 2nd 2nd 2nd 2nd AvenueAvenueAvenueAvenue in Walmer.

Come and enjoy the company of the "wrinkled ravers" who gather at
this popular venue to have a good chat as well as enjoy some good
food. See See See See you you you you there!there!there!there!

A certain American film producer, who is also
a ham, has decided to produce a series of
short films based on his experiences. His first
one, called "Gone With The Wind", is based
on his experience during a tornado, after this

occurrence his neighbours' wife asked him
whether he intended salvaging his  beam, to
which he replied, "Frankie my dear, I don't
give a dam."

He visited South Africa a while ago and while

in Gauteng he was robbed of his cellphone
and wallet. His short on this will be called
"Black Booty". he took a ride in one of our
taxis driven by a black lady and as yet has not
decided whether to call this experience "My

Fare Lady" or Who's afraid of Virginia
Woofer."

He happened to be here during one of our
contests and listened in. This inspired him to
make a short called "Silence of the Hams." ((

suspect he must have been in Gauteng or
Kwa-Zulu Natal during the PEARS vhf/uhf
contest.

Article submitted for publication by Al
ZS2U

The Silence of the Hams

May edition of QSX
deadline: Unfortunately I will
be away in May from the 6th
for two weeks, and this has
necessitated bring ing the
deadline to the 1st May, so
that the printed edition can be
completed before I leave.

Caps
I am still in possession of a number
of caps that have not been claimed.

They are: ZS2DB, ZS5AG, ZR1S,
ZS2ICE.

Please contact Clive ZS2RT on 041-
3673203 or  email him at
cfife@absamail.co.za to arrange for
the transfer of the necessary R40 to
the PEARS banking account. If your
cap must be posted to you, please
include the postage fee. 

73 Ashley ZS2AG

From From From From the the the the EditorEditorEditorEditor
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HAMNET / ECARES news

My deputy, Ken ZS2OC suffered a massive heart attack on Monday,
19th March, which was a shock to me, especially as he has always
led an active  and healthy life. I am glad to report that he is back
home again and making good progress.

ECARES DIRECTOR

The deadline for nominations for Director is end of April and to date
I have received none. Please attend  to this as soon as possible.
Any two ECARES members may nominate someone for the
position.

There was a threatened strike of marine radio operators as from
Monday, 26th March, if I have my data correct. Hamnet members
were requested to monitor the marine radio frequencies. It does
however appear that the strike did not take place.

73,

Al, ZS2U
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It is good to see that our novice licence candidates have
passed. It is also good to see that, in line with the new ruling,
we have Willie ZU2WB and Dries ZU2DT. You probably think
that this is the first time ever that ZU2 call signs have been
issued in the East Cape, but this is not so.

At the transceiver operating test conducted at Bill ZS2ABZ's
QTH on Saturday, 24th March, we had two members passing.
One is Vanessa Scarr ZR2VM who is going to upgrade to a full
licence and the other is Marius Rautenbach who is going for a
ZS licence. So things are happening here in the Eastern Cape.

However, my request for ideas for activities at meetings or any
other time has resulted in a resounding zero.

73,

Al ZS2U

A 465kc IF transformer for a restoration
project on an EDDYSTONE Model EC
10. This is a battery powered  all solid
state communications receiver of  1957
vintage.

The IF can is approximately 13mm
square and 38 mm long(tall). There will
be 6 contact pins protruding from the
base of the can .

As Eddystone receivers were designed
and manufactuted in Birmingham (UK) it
is possible the IF's were used in similar
radio's by other companies except
Philips.

If you have an old radio or only the
chassis that has IF cans in place and will
part with it, please call

  Barry  ZS2H on 041- 360.3052. or e-
mail  zs2h@absamail.co za

Wanted
to Gary Robertson who has
now upgraded to ZS2K

CongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulationsCongratulations

Limerick from
Clive ZS2RT
There was a young ham from
Dullstroom,

Who Swore he would pass his
morse soon,

He couldn't quite make it, And
got so frustrated,

He wore his morse finger to
the boon.
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Minutes of PEARS Monthly Meeting

Held at the St. Hugh’s Church Hall, Newton Park, P.E. on 20 March
2007

Welcome: The Chairman welcomed all in attendance.  Especially

Terry ZS2ABB, and numerous mountain club members. 

Present : As per the attendance register. 

Apologies: ZS2AE, ZS2DD, ZS2EZ, ZR2WAT, ZR2RCG, ZS2VM,
ZS2OC (in the whitehouse).  Also Bill Atteridge (ex ZS2V) has cancer and
other health problems.  Also ZS2JP from Cradock is in the whitehouse.
Also greetings from ZS2CLI.  

Acceptance of previous meeting minutes:

Proposed: ZS2DL. Seconded: ZS2BL

Matters Arising: ZS2DL thanked Mitch for the assistance
with QSX labels

Correspondence: In: 6 licences, monthly bank statement,
SARL AGM Agenda

  Out:  None

Finance: Finances are healthy, with payments being made for elec-
tricity (R121), postage (R234), QSX printing (R300).  Labels (R113).
Renewals are due after end March.

General:

RTA:

19th May.  Al gave some details of the draft programme.  Local speakers are
ZS2OC, ZS2FM, and possibly ZS2U.  (Looks like you need to be a close
friend of the chairman to qualify to speak?? - secr)

Transceiver operating test – happening this Saturday 14h00 at OM Bill,
ZS2ABZ.  Using his TS130S.  

ZU exam:

The recent novice licence exam was very reasonable, and the pass rate
was also good.  ZU licences will follow the national numbering scheme
(ZU1 – ZU6).  Also ideal for mountain club members who don’t need the full
licence.  Next exam is on the third Thursday in May.  Same day as the
class A and B exam.  Cost +/- R225.

ZS2AAW mentioned the WiFi system as proposed the previous year.  The
meeting indicated that not many members were already tied into public
ISP’s, so it would be of general benefit to provide a blanket WiFi solution to
PEARS members, which would provide always-on connectivity as an option
or possibly part of the club membership fee.  This was a step to lure
youngsters keen on IT into the club
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The Above article was submitted for publication by Andre ZS2ACP

Know Your Bible Correspondence Course

Six lessons Free - 

Contact Ashley ZS2AG

Cell: 0823726696 or email: ashleygoosen@xsinet.co.za
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The contest was well supported by the Southern and Eastern Cape with 15 amateurs participating in
field stations and 4 mixed stations. 

The Western Cape, Northern Cape, Orange Free State, Kwa-Zulu Natal and Transvaal had a total of
Two entrants. As probably over 90% of South African Amateurs reside in the latter group, there is a
major imbalance. 

I would welcome any comment from members of the latter group as to why they do not participate.

Analog winners are as follows:

Division 1. (Western Cape):

Single Operator Field Station: 6M, 4M, 2M, and 70cm:  ZS2DC

Multi-Operator Field Station: 6M, 4M, 2M and 70cm:  ZS1SKR

Division 2 (East Cape):

Single Operator Fixed Station:

6M ZS2ACP4M ZS2OC2M ZS2OC70cms ZS2ACP

Single Operator Field Station:

6M ZS2U4M ZS2U2M ZS2BO70cms ZS2VDL

Multi-Operator Field Station:

6M 2M and 70cms: ZS2BRC

Division 6 (Transvaal):

Single Operator Fixed Station:

6M and 2M: ZS6HS

There were no entries in the other categories.

Digital winner is ZS1AGF

Full results, points score, are as follows, Analog

Division 1 (Western Cape):

Single Operator Field Station

6M: ZS2DC 6096 ZS1KB 4990

4M: ZS2DC 1358 ZS1KB 1000

2M: ZS2DC 9834 ZS1KB 3940

70CM: ZS2DC  312 ZS1KB  234

Multi-Operator Field Station:

ZS1SKR:  6M 21725 4M 2176 2M 14442 70CM 664

Division 2 (East Cape)

Single Operator Fixed Station:

6M: ZS2ACP 12060 ZS2OC  11850

4M: ZS2OC   4740 ZS2ACP   360

2M: ZS2OC 9450 ZS2ACP  5496 ZS2EC 1660

70cms: ZS2ACP  1382

Single Operator Field Station:

6M: ZS2U   13740 ZS2VDL 11720 ZS2BO 11165

ZR2GLP  8896 ZS2ABZ  2961 ZS2MR  1530

4M: ZS2U 5870 ZS2VDL  1074 ZS2BO  1029

ZS2ABZ   470 ZR2GLP    52

P.E.A.R.S VHF/UHF Contest - January 2007
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One of the local QRPers was by the
other day, and it was clear he had
something on his mind. “I just came from
the DX club meeting, and I’m confused,”
he said, “completely confused with the
attitude of some of the DXers. In fact, I
don’t understand any of them! They are
the most inconsistent bunch of Hams I
ever met!” He glared at us and pounded
his fist into the palm of his hand to drive
home his point, although we really
couldn’t see the direction he was
heading.

“What do you mean?” we asked, “All
DXers have the same goal, and all DX-
ers think alike. That’s why we are differ-
ent from your ordinary Ham. We’ve told
you this a dozen times. DXers are taller,
smarter, better looking and generally the
top echelon of the Amateur fraternity!
And we have one common goal. We
want to work all the DX there is.”

“That’s the problem,” the QRPer said,
glaring at us, “they are not all the same.
The topic of duping the DXpeditions
came up again. Half of the Big Guns, the
ones who I’ve known since I first got on
the air, are saying it’s OK to work the

same station as many times as you can,
and even on the same band and mode!
They don’t see anything wrong with it.
And the other group, they think it’s
wrong, and that you shouldn’t work the
DX if you already have it confirmed. What
is wrong with them?” he asked, staring
st ra ight  a t  us and expect ing
enlightenment. “Which half?” we inquired.

“The guys who say it’s OK to work them
as many times as you can!” he bellowed,
“Why would they say that? How are the
rest of us going to get through if they are
in there yelling with the rest of us? It isn’t
fair! Not one little bit. At least about half
the guys in the club seem to understand.
But a lot of the guys I always looked up
to have me confused.” We were starting
to understand the problem. “These fel-
lows who say it’s OK to work them as
many times as you want”, we asked, “are
they near the top in their DXCC totals?”

The QRPer thought for a moment and
then replied, “Yes. Yes they are. Most of
them have them all worked. They are
mostly the guys I met when I first got
serious about DXing. They taught me a
lot about DXing. About how to break pile-
ups and how to get QSLs from places

QRX - Never!
from VE1DX

2M: ZS2BO  35040 ZS2VDL 34940 ZS2U  27570

ZR2GLP 21360 ZS2ABZ 20175 ZS2MR  3678

70CMS: ZS2VDL  3454 ZS2BO   3292 ZS2ABZ  556

ZS2MR    431 ZR2GLP   131

Multi-Operator Field Station:

ZS2BRC 6M: 13422 2M: 36384 70CM: 1816

Division 6 (Transvaal):

Single Operator Fixed Station:

ZS6HS 6M: 29 2M: 29

Digital

ZS1AGF 16899 ZS6HS 14019 ZS2ACP 9402

Longest Distances:

Band From To Distance

6M ZS1AGF ZS6AYE 1281 km

4M ZS2OC ZS2DC & ZS1KB  308 km

2M ZS2VDL & ZS2BO ZS2DC & ZS1KB  366 km
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where the mail wasn’t the best. They shared a lot of tips with me. And now they are
saying things that don’t make sense! They want to make it harder for me to get a
new one! Why?”

We looked at him for a little while and then said, “When a rare one comes on,
doesn’t it get your blood rushing? And don’t you schedule your meals and sleep
patterns around the times given by the propagation charts? When the band opens
and you can hear the new one rattling off the 59’s and he’s building, and you know
in a little while you will have a good shot at hearing your call come back . . . isn’t
that the exciting part of DXing? Isn’t that why you are up the tower in the middle of
the night replacing a balun or cleaning a coax fitting with a flashlight? So you can
get that 10-second thrill of breaking the pileup?” 

“It sure is! That’s why I’m a DXer! If I’ve learned nothing else over the years, I know
there is no thrill greater that busting a pileup!” We leaned back in our chair and
asked another question, “And isn’t the thrill a lot better, and doesn’t it last a lot
longer if the pileup is huge and the DX is extremely rare?” “Of course it is!” the
QRPer replied, “there is nothing better.”

“Tell us,” we asked slowly, “what are you going to do when you get them all
worked? What then? When a really rare one comes on and the pileups are bigger
than ever, and DX Cluster spots are flying back and forth with words of a triumph
or frustration in the comment field, what are you going to do?” 

“I’ll be in there trying to work them just like . . . “ His voice trailed off slowly and he
stopped in mid-sentence and looked at us with a blank stare. “Just like the Big
Guns at the DX club,” we finished for him, “For even if you have them all worked,
the thrill never goes away! That’s one of the Mysteries of the Ages and the
Inevitable Truths of DXing. Remember, son, you will never get enough DX.” He
stood up and scratched his head. “I guess you are right,” he said, “but don’t you
think those Big Guns at the club could wait a few days for us guys who need them
for a brand new one to get through?”

We didn’t answer and he headed for the door, stopped midway and turned around,
“No,” he said slowly, “no, I don’t want them to wait. Why should they? They have
the gear and the know how to break the pileups and work the DX the same as I do.
I guess they have just as much right to be in there as me. It wouldn’t be very much
fun if only the ones who needed it for a new one called. I think I understand.” And
with that he was out the door and off down the hill to check out his amp, because
there were rumours that BS7 was around the corner. 

We had hope for this one. While he was still young and had a long way to go to
achieve full DX enlightenment, he was on the right road. Some never understand,
and some understand partially, and by the time you have them all worked, you will
realise that it is not the destination that is the goal, but rather the journey. Believe
this, for it is one of the Eternal Enigmas of DXing. Be a Believer and you will
become one of the Deserving. And only the Deserving will work the DX. That’s the
way it always has been, and the way it always will be. DX IS! 

For Sale

New JT 208 Walkie Talkie

2 Metres

R595-00

Contact Rory ZS2BL on

Continued from Page 8  
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on your birthdays

on your anniversaries

Sunday Bulletins

PEARS bulletins are transmitted

on Sundays immediately after the
SARL English transmission, i.e. at
about 08:45 on 7098 kHz as well

as the 2 metre linked network that
provides from Butterworth to

George and up to the Free State
and their environs. PEARS 7098
or 3640 kHz transceive facilities

are also remotely linked as
needed. In addition, the SARL's

40m operations on 7082 or 7066
kHz or Hamnet's 7070 kHz can
be remotely patched to the 2m

network in receive only mode or
with full transceive capability for

interactive events.

Bulletin Roster

15th Apr ZS2RT 27th May ZS2AAW

22nd Apr ZS2ABZ 3rd June ZS2RT

29th Apr ZS2EHB 10th June ZS2ABZ

6th May ZS2GV 17th June ZS2EHB

13th May ZS2U 24th June ZS2GV

20th May ZS2BL 1st July ZS2U

April
22 Marge van Loggerenberg, XYL

of ZS2LR

22 Allan Bowles, ZS2BO

23 George Bowes ZS2QN

27 Tom Wilm, ZS2BBG

28 Chris Scarr ZS2AAW

30 Louis Jordaan ZR2J

May
01 Marge Weller, ZS2OB

04 Chum Rhodes ZS2VU

06 Herby Luck ZR2LH

07 Rouhe Danielson, XYL of Henry
ZR2HPD

12 Chris du Plessis ZS2BST

April
21 Elizabeth ZR2EJ and Joe

Jasson ZS2JLJ

29 Hanni ZR2JB and Gerhard
Baum ZS2UM

May
02 Shirley and Gus Winter ZS2MC

18 Diane and Herby Luck ZR2LH
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Your Societies Committee --
Chairman Al Akers ZS2U 041-3602983 reucom@agnet.co.za

Vice Chair, Awards Rory Norton ZS2BL 072-0268909 rory@commco.co.za

Secretary Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 041-3681344 cvscarr@intekom.co.za

Treasurer, Assets

Control Clive Fife ZS2RT 041-3673203 cfife@absamail.co.za

Repeaters, Packet Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 041-3681344 cvscarr@intekom.co.za

Refreshments Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ 041-5812580 whodges@absamail.co.za

Contests Al ZS2U, 041-3602983 makers@firestone.co.za

ex-Committee Barry ZS2EZ, 041-5813561 zs2ez@axxess.co.za

Mike Bosch ZS2FM 041-5812425 mbosch@telkomsa.net

Other Committee

members Ewald Bouwer ZS2EHB 041-9333482 ewalt.b@absamail.co.za

Glen Cummings ZS2GV 082-4112743 glen_vaness@telkomsa.net

Special Events Committee

QSX: Composing &

Printing Ashley Goosen ZS2AG 082-3726696 ashleygoosen@xsinet.co.za

QSX Editors: Rory Norton ZS2BL 072-0268909 rory@commco.co.za

ex-com. Barry Murrell ZS2EZ 041-5813561 zs2ez@axxess.co.za

QSX Distribution: Donovan van    
Loggerenberg ZS2DL 082 852 4885 hro-sa@absamail.co.za

Technical Classes: Paul Galpin ZS2PG 041-3721779 galpinp@absamail.co.za

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services
REPEATERS

Town VHF # 145,050/650   Town UHF # 431,050/438,650   Uitenhage # 145,075/675

# - These repeaters form a separate sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - Despatch area

Cockscomb 145,000/600    Lady's Slipper *145,100/700    Colesberg *431,075/438,675
Noupoort *431,150/438,750    Cradock *145,050/650 

* These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, also linked to which are East
London 145,775 MHz, George 145,700, Danabaai 145,600, Stilbaai 145,750, Butterworth
145,725, King Williams Town 145,625 and Umtata (438,725 duplex). It is further extendable to
Cape Town via the WCRWG system. # These can also be linked as required.

PACKET NETWORK

ZS0NTP-2 Packet Node - Lady's Slipper 7.040 300bd, 144.625 1200bd, 434.875 9600bd,
433.800 1200bd APRS, Cape Linked Network listen-only for APRS.

ZS0NTP Packet Bulletin Board - Lady's Slipper Access via the node, or use "VIA ZS0NTP-7"

ZS0GHT-2 Packet Node - Governorskop 144.675, 438.275, 434.875

ZS0CDK-2 Packet Node - Cradock 144.675

ZS2ABZ-4 WMR918 Weather Station on APRS 144.625

BEACONS

2M Beacon (ZS2VHF CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 144.415

6M Beacon (ZS2SIX CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 50.005

See the PEARS web site at www.zs2pe.co.za for further details and network diagrams.
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